WWII veteran becomes first Arizona patient to receive COVID-19
vaccine

JASON BARRY
() POSTED DEC 15, 2020

s

Phoenix VA %

The first COVID-19 vaccinations took place at the Phoenix VA hospital and the first Arizona patient to get the vaccine
is an American hero.

fv=8l[

PHOENIX (3TVICBS 5) - It was a historic day at The Phoenix
Veteran Affairs Health Care System, with 94-year-old World War |1
veteran John Mohun becoming the first in Arizona to get a COVID
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"So many people have put their lives on the line to care for these
folks, and this is a way for us to begin to do something very real,
beyond what we've done to bring the beginning of the end to this
pandemic," said Dr. Felipe Gutierrez, with Phoenix VA Health Care

System.



But while the Phoenix VA is now using its vaccines, other health
care providers in Maricopa County are waiting until Thursday to
start giving shots. So why the wait?

Dr. Ross Goldberg is President of The Arizona Medical
Association.

He said the logistics of setting up drive-thru vaccine sites,
organizing appointments for patients, and protecting the vaccine
itself, which must be stored at extremely cold temperatures,
require a couple of days of extra planning.

"This isn't a race," said Goldberg. "We're all trying to make sure
that we're safe and good at getting it out, so I'm ok waiting a
couple extra days if it means we have much better information and
a better system in place, so it goes smoothly for everyone.”

More than 384,000 doses of the vaccine are expected to arrive in
Arizona by the end of December.



