Valley doctors and nurses on frontlines say more help is needed in
hospitals
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PHOENIX (3TV/CBSS5) -- Arizona is now a national hot spot for

coronavirus and our hospitals are feeling the impact. Doctors and never fried.
: : always real.
nurses on the frontlines said more hands are needed. So some
hospitals are calling in help from other states.
TARGET.

Cameron Susa, 25, is a nurse from Colorado. He volunteered to
work at Banner University Medical Center when coronavirus cases
started spiking in Arizona. "We are slammed,” Susa said. "As soon Most Popular

as | get someone off of my unit, | have eight more patients on

standby waiting here." ARTICLES VIDEDS
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Our ICUs remain very
busy. COVID-19 patients require an extensive amount of care — more
than what you would expect of a fypical ICU patient. That means that
our ICUs currently require more staff to care for these patients. That
Is the primary concem that we are working to solve at this time. Here
are some ways we are working fo address this:

We confinue fo hire nurses, respiratory therapists and others
wha are skilled in caring for patients with respiratory illnesses
like COVID-19.

We have rehired some individuals whe retired and wanted to
come back into the workforce.

We are upskiling feam members. This means that we frain a
feam member from another unit or area of the hospital in the
skills necessary to care for patients in an ICU.

We have confracted with agencies to bring nurses from other
states to Arizona.

Given ouwr muiti-state footprint, Banner also has the apportunity
fo temporanily redeploy teant members fo Arizona front other
sfates where we aperate. Last week, three of our Colorado
nurses voluntearad fo support their Arizona colleagues in the
fight against COVID-18. They arrived last Friday, and ofhers
are scheduled to amive in the near future.
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Valleywise Health said they are looking to leverage travel nurses

and staff from other locations.
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