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New Arizona concern: Study shows asymptomatic COVID patients
could have long-term lung damage

Briana Whitney
® Posted Jun 30, 2020
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A new study suggests a majority of asymptomatic coronavirus patients have long-term lung damage and that's a big concern
in Arizona as cases among young people spike.
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PHOENIX (3TV/CBS 5) - A new study shows that many who are
asymptomatic with COVID-19 may have long-term lung damage
just like those who get a severe case. This is particularly

ARTICLES VIDEOS

» Scottsdale ammunition company faces $80.1

Arizona emergency room concerning here in Arizona as the number of young people coming ” dor back]
. . million oraer backiog
doctor gives warning down with coronavirus continues to skyrocket. ) »
ahead of holiday » Gilbert parent outraged by child's homework
weekend assignment on privilege

Ahead of the Fourth of July Arizona doctors are seeing a » Husband and wife dead after murder-suicide in

weekend, a local emergency trend with COVID-19 that, at Laveen
room doctor is issuing a warning
) s .
to avoid large groups and wear first, doesn't seem to add up. » Parrots in wildlife park moved after swearing at
masks. visitors

» 140 people arrested during U.S Marshals gang
enforcement operation in Phoenix

Even if they're asymptomatic, they
could have significant lung » Phoenix teacher resigns due to district's
abnormalities that weren't coronavirus protocols

immediately apparent.

» Abandoned baby discovered dead near trash

(Source: 3TV/CBS 5) ° : )
‘NO | Teel TIne. I'm not that dumpster behind Phoenix strip mall

bad,” and they're relatively » Travelers at Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport will find

asymptomatic,” said emergency medicine Dr. Frank Lovecchio. changes at TSA checkpoints
» Man dead following officer-involved shooting in

Tempe
[ How to improve your respiratory health in case you get i
» Latest Arizona coronavirus news: Updates from

Covid-19 A . '
Arizona's Family newsroom

Now, a study out of the Scripps Research Institute in San Diego
backs up what Dr. Lovecchio is seeing first hand. The study found
that on the Diamond Princess cruise ship earlier this year where
there was a COVID outbreak, more than half of the 76
asymptomatic people infected on board now show significant lung

abnormalities that weren't immediately apparent.

“The few times I've seen it and my colleagues, it's usually been

younger folks,” said Lovecchio.

That's a bia concern here in Arizona because over 39.000 of the




state's COVID cases are in the 20 to 44 age group, far more than
any other age group. But Dr. Lovecciho said these people may not
even know their lungs are in poor condition.

“The body is so smart that if
one area of the lung is
blocked off because there’s

virus in there, it will say, ‘I'm

not going to give you blood!

The number of COVID-19 cases in And shunt blood, or move
Avrizona continue to risie.

blood, to another part of the
(Source: 3TV/CBS 5)

lung,” he said.

And he said younger people specifically have more lung capacity.

“It's truly amazing that you can cut off like 10% of your lung and
have no difference in your respiratory reserve or how you're
breathing, etc., so that's probably what we're seeing,” Dr.

Lovecchio said.

He said this doesn't mean
everyone who is
asymptomatic will have long
term lung effects, but he

does say it's something to

“The thing that troubles us, the thing watch for, as even doctors
that scares us s, is this going to last

forever?” Dr. Frank Lovecchio said. don't know what effects

those could be and for how

long you could have them.

“The thing that troubles us, the thing that scares us is, is this going
to last forever?” he said.
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Help Health Professionals on the
Front Lines of the Pandemic

How much of the $8.3 billion in emergency coronavirus
funding helped first responders get crucial equipment?

$1 billion

$550,000

$1.5 million ‘
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Reporter

Briana Whitney is a reporter for Arizona's Family and has worked tirelessly to give a voice to those
who don't have one. Read more about Briana.
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