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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
ER doctor says, at times, some Arizona hospitals have run out of ICU

beds
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Rise in AZ COVID-19

cases having impact on
patients with other
medical issues

Thousands of non-essential
medical procedures are being
postponed again because of
Arizona's skyrocketing number of
COVID-19 cases.

Long wait times for
COVID test results
contributing to hospital
staff shortages in Arizona

“Some people are making bad
choices where they may have
illness symptoms but because
they cannot afford to be home
waiting for test results, they
continue to work,” an Arizona
doctor said.

PHOENIX (3TV/CBS 5) - The number of intensive care unit beds
has reached a critical low in Arizona, and at times, some hospitals
are running out. The coronavirus pandemic is forcing hospitals to
make tough decisions on how to care for the sickest patients.

“There has (sic) certainly
been times over the last
three or four days that we've
been on red alert in the
hospital where we have
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minimum to no beds in the
intensive care unit, and
that's just at a few of the
hospitals,” says Dr. Frank
LoVecchio, an emergency room physician who has worked at

several Valley hospitals.

[ Arizona hospitals on track to run out of bed space by

August

Hospital administrators have not been willing to share numbers on
their ICU bed availability, but data maintained by the Arizona
Department of Health Services shows ICU bed usage at 89%.

“The only way to get a new patient in the ICU is somebody dies,
which has been happening, we see it, or somebody gets
discharged or downgraded maybe to another unit where they're
not as critical,” says LoVecchio.
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