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Contradicting medical evidence and
health experts, Biggs, Gosar cast
doubt on severity of COVID-19 in
Arizona

CLEO KREJC] /U

Despite Arizona's status as a national hot spoi for COVID-19, some of the
1 - - - -

state's congressional Republicans have grown more insistent that the

pandemic is not as severe as it's made ow 10 be and spread their own

interpretations of daia in contrast 1o the word of medical experts.

Arizona recorded another 3,333 new cases on Thursday, continuing a steep
upward trend in the state's caseload that has caused some hospitals to enter
surge mode as they become increasingly burdened with COVID-19
patients. After weeks of public pressure to take more drastic action against
the spread of the virus, Dr, Cara Christ, the Arizona Department of [ lealch
Services direcror, said hospirals would be allowed o activare crisis standards
ot care, and Arizona Gov. Doug Duccy shutteredsome public spaces like

gyms, bars and movic cheaters undl July 27,

Bur neither the state's actions nor the word of medical experts has scopped

some elected officials from spreading their opinions.

Last week, Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., tweeted thar “'The Iake News says the
pandemic is worse than ever,” paired with a screenshor of the Arizona
Deparement of Healch Services dara porral on hospitalization numbers, “The
pandemic is clearly waning here, Many in the media are lying again and

inciring fear,” he said in the rweer.

Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz., this week tweeted that Arizonans should not trust
the word of the White | louse's rop medical advisers, Drs, Anthony Fauci

and Deborah Birx,

Public health experts, along with Ducey, agree thar hospitalizations are rising
in Arizona, However, both Gosar and Biggs have challenged hospitalization
numbers in the srate based on their own interpretations, suggesting thar
hospitalizations arc lower than they are made out 10 be. However, data [rom

the Arizona Department of Health Services can experience a lag in updates

— [rom seven 1o 10 days — (hat can make hospitalization daia look lower

than reality on the graph cited in the tweets.

On Monday, Ducey cited rising COVID-19-like illnesses in emergency
rooms and COVID-19 parient hospiral bed usc as signals that the virus is

spreading in Arizona.



Biggs repeatedly has shared his thoughis abour COVID-19 daa with the
public over Twitter, radio 1alk shows, Fox News and other channels, saying
contrary to the word ol experts that some data points, like lowering hospiial
discharge rates and mortality rates, suggest the severity of the virus is being

blown our of proportion.

In a guest column written by Biggs titled “Arizona Governor’s Shit Down
Order Delies Reason” published Wednesday on conservaiive political
website townhall.com, Biggs says he believes Ducey’s recent order is not

justified based on the numbers.
Day by day: New cases of COVID-19 announced in
Arizona
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WOTE: Arizena's afficial tally likely does not capture oll cases of COVID-19 in the state,

“It is time to acknowledge that the Democrat Leftists and their accomplices
in the media are busy engendering hysteria in the American people over the
COVID-19 outbreak, They take cerrain COVID-19 numbers reported by
governments and push them into che public withour giving thar dara the

context necessary to understand whar is really going on,” Biggs wrore.

On Thursda v, Biggs got into a heared exchange with Fox News host Neil
Cavio over Biggs' call for the White House Coronavirus Task Force 1o be

dishanded.

Biggs' tweets have been shared by the Arizona Republican Party's othcial

Twitter account.

Data points such as mortality rates and hospiral discharges alone do not

signal thar things arc gerting, better, said Dr. Ross Goldbere president of the

o

Arizona Medical Association.

‘Those numbers could go down for a number of reasons, Goldberg said. lor
one, the recent trend of more young people carrying the new coronavirus
will lower moreality rares, And along with more patients in hospitals, healch
care is gerting more specialized o care for people with COVID-19, meaning
paricnts can be discharged more quickly than when the pandemic firse

began.



Goldberg said that all too ofien, the public and the media choose 10 listen 1o
politicians for analysis of medical data rather than trusting the word of
people actually trained in the field who see hospitals from the inside every

day.

“If vou're sick, you don't go 10 a politician 10 get 1aken care of. You go 1o a
physician. So why, with all this going on, are we asking the politicians what

they think?” Goldberg said.

Christopher Weber, a professor of political science and political psychology

at the Universi

v of Arizona, said accessing data on the virus is more difficult
than it should be for the average citizen, which could contribute o

confusion abour its spread.

“Science and informadon can be somelimes easy 1o misinterpret. And,
unforiunately, we've seen the politicization of that misinierpretation,” Weber

said.

Distrust in institutions and a wide availability of information online that
people use to confirm their own biases have conrributed to a polarized
national climare surrounding COVID-19, Weber said. ‘The politicization of
COVI-19 is divided even within the Republican Party, and politicians

who more closely align with Tramp generally dispure the science, he said.
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Supporters aof President Donald Trump argue with protesters demonstrating against the President
autside of Dream City Church in Phoenix where President Trump was holding a rally on June 23, zozo.
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Pratesters near Drearn City Church in Phoenix march as Trump speaks at the “Students for Trump” rally
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Biggs and Gosar are among a number of elected officials in Arizona whom
President Donald ‘Irump praised ar his rally in Phoenix. Trump said to the
crowd of mostly unmasked supporters that the pandemic is in its final stages
and called for a reduction in resting because “with smaller testing, we would

show tewer cases.”

He also suggested thar cases are rising because testing is oo, a senriment thar
has been widely discredited by medical experts as a logical fallacy abouw a
virus thau is sill spreading in many states. The percentage ol positive tests,
regardless of how many tests are conducied, gives a more accurate picture of
its spread. In Arizona, that figure is rising, with one in five cases lasi week

coming back positive, according to state data.

Dr. Lee Ann Kelley, president of the Maricopa County Medical Sociery, said
there are many untruths floating around abour the new coronavirus, often

that are shared on social media.

"People who are of that mindser will believe those things with really no b

in fact,” she said.

Kelley said she is happy to see Ducey take actions to slow the spread, but
would like to see more availability of rapid testing and a statewide mask

mandarte.

She is surprised and disappoinied by how political it has become 10 wear a
mask, knowing that there are other public healih mandates in society —
such as wearing seat belts or not smoking in public areas — that have gone

unchallenged.

"Here's the time when more than ever, people need to trust their doctors

and trust their scientists and place where it belongs with the science, in



medicine,” st

tline.com/XJf9kg
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